
Congratulations are in store for 
Jenny Botero, who’s leaving her po-
sition as Marriott International’s 
head of cleaning operations to be-
come the White House’s new ex-
ecutive housekeeper. The move 
was first reported in Wednesday’s 
Washington Post.

But one group isn’t too im-
pressed with the White House’s 
hiring of Botero: The Deaf Bilin-
gual Coalition, which “promotes 
the basic human right of all deaf 
infants and young children to have 
access to language and cognitive 
development through American 
Sign Language.” 

In July, the coalition headed 
to the Crystal Gateway Marri-
ott in Arlington to distribute fli-
ers criticizing the Alexander Gra-
ham Bell Association for the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Convention, 
which was taking place inside (the 
DBC stresses American Sign Lan-
guage as a primary form of com-
munication, whereas the AGB As-
sociation does not).

The coalition later described 
its take on events on its blog: “AG 
Bell convention site coordinator/

manager Botero snatched the fli-
ers from Brianna DiGi, Barbara DiGi’s 
8-year-old deaf daughter, and in 
the process, harmed her. Brianna 
had scratches on her hand where 
the AG Bell coordinator/manager 
snatched the fliers from. ... Brian-
na was briefly traumatized by this 
unprovoked assault. AG Bell coor-
dinator/manager Botero then add-
ed insult to injury by ripping the 
fliers in half. Why would anybody 
do that to a 8-year-old child?” (For 
the record: Botero was not a coor-
dinator of the event, but simply a 
resident manager of the Crystal 
Gateway Marriott at the time.)

Video of the confrontation 
(view it online at www.examiner.
com/yan) does not include foot-
age of Botero with Brianna or 
ripping up fliers, but it does show 
Botero approaching protester Ray-
chelle Harris outside the hotel and 
attempting to snatch Harris’ fli-
ers before storming away. Harris 
later wrote on the DBC’s blog, “I 
mean, she might approach hear-
ing protesters and talk to them. 
But would she actually grab onto 
fliers in an attempt to confiscate 

them?”
The 8-year-old child also 

wrote that she was “shocked,” 
“scared” and physically 
“hurt” by Botero’s treat-
ment of her. Upon hear-
ing the news of Botero’s 
new White House gig, 
Brianna’s mother, Bar-
bara, told Yeas & Nays 
that she didn’t think 
Botero was “compe-
tent enough to be em-
ployed at the White 
House because of her 
historic action of sup-
pressing our freedom 
of speech.”

But Marriott stands 
by its gal. “We’re very 
aware of that incident,”  
a representative said. 
“Jenny Botero certainly 
did not harm anyone at 
all, and police authorities 
involved decided no action 
was required.”

The White House told us 
that, as a standard policy, it 
does not comment on per-
sonnel issues.

Some say new W.H. housekeeper 
has dirty laundry of her own
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SPEAKEASY

“They ought to call 
this the suicide 
channel.” ± Comedian 

Lewis Black, entertaining the 

crowd Tuesday night at the 

launch party for XM Satellite 

Radio's POTUS '08 channel, 

which brings you all presidential 

campaign, all the time

“When a cell phone goes off, you 
hear an annoying sound, I hear 
cha-ching, cha-ching. I’m un-
employed right now — let’s all 
call each other.” ± Virginia Senate 

candidate and Nextel founder Mark Warner, 
speaking at the Q&A Cafe at Nathans of 

Georgetown on Wednesday

A LITTLE STAIN

Sure, James Carville has 
spent most of his life fight-
ing for the Democratic Par-
ty, but perhaps he’s looking 
to reach across the aisle 
some? 

The Democratic strate-
gist was spotted at the Bor-
ders bookstore on 18th and 
L, thumbing through “Com-
mon Ground: How to Stop 
the Partisan War That Is 
Destroying America.” The 
book is authored by conser-
vative Cal Thomas and liber-
al Bob Beckel.

Maybe there’s hope for 
us yet. …

Burying the hatchet?UNCLE JUNIOR

Supporters of the D.C.-based anti-domestic 
violence charity Knock-Out Abuse are in for 
a surprise next Thursday, as “Sopranos” 
star and singer of Italian ballads Dominic 
Chianese is set to entertain at its VIP spon-
sor dinner at the Decatur House.

Knock-Out Abuse co-founder Cher-
yl Masri explains that she was with friend 
Fred Cannon of the music-licensing company 
BMI, and was wondering aloud about en-
tertainment for the event.

Cannon flipped open his 
cell phone, and called Chi-
anese, better known as 

Uncle Junior.
“All I need is a room and a plane ticket,” 

came the response from the 76-year-old.
“For some reason it just seemed like 

it worked,” Masri said.
Chianese, who has been singing 

for nearly 50 years, has cut several al-
bums. He told the New Jersey Star-Led-
ger that he was first inspired by seeing 

Frank Sinatra in 1947.
Wonder if he’s got 
some Ol’ Blue Eyes 
tunes in his reper-
toire.

Chianese headlining charity dinner with his pipes

SIGHTINGS

“One of the great things about 
running for president is you get 

to see the back rooms and 
kitchens of a lot of hotels.” 

– Fred Thompson, addressing the Club for 

Growth at the Grand Hyatt on Wednesday

Lea Berman hosted a coffee Tuesday 
for three generations of McCain women: 
Sen. John McCain’s mother, Roberta; his 
wife, Cindy; and their daughters, Meghan 
and Bridget.

Also on hand for the Women for Mc-
Cain Coalition event: Tricia Lott, wife of 
Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss., and Michelle Ridge, 
wife of former Homeland Security Secre-
tary Tom Ridge.

Berman, a former social secretary in the 
Bush White House, is married to lobbyist 
and major GOP donor Wayne Berman.

Also spotted around town: 
» Goldie Hawn, working out at the Four 

Seasons gym Wednesday. The actress is 
in town for the Promise to Our Youth Con-
ference, along with naturalist Jane Goodall, 
comedian Greg Proops, rapper Wyclef Jean, 
singer Chaka Kahn and actor-musician Jeff 
Daniels.

» Karl Rove, flying coach from Atlanta to 
D.C., according to Newsbusters.

» The Dalai Lama, hanging his hat at the 
Park Hyatt while he receives the Congres-
sional Gold Medal.

» And speaking of the Dalai Lama, you 
might want to hang around the Hay-Ad-
ams today for a glimpse of Richard Gere. He’s 
holding a board meeting of the Internation-
al Campaign for Tibet there (he’s the chair-
man). 

A family affair 
for the McCain gals
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